ANNUAL REPORT
2017/18

Backroom Press Inc
Email: inquiries@backroompress.com.au
Website: www.backroompress.com.au

Tel: 08 9192 2283
PO Box 2778 Broome, 6725
ABN: 77 462 828 878

2

TABLE OF CONTENTS
WELCOME ___________________________________________________ 3
Extract from our constitution ________________________________________________ 3
Membership ____________________________________________________________ 4
Active Members _________________________________________________________ 4
Management Committee __________________________________________________ 4
2017/18 Committee Members ______________________________________________ 4
2017–18 HIGHLIGHTS ___________________________________________ 5
Book Launches__________________________________________________________ 5
Derby Writers Festival ____________________________________________________ 5
Corrugated Lines ________________________________________________________ 6
Professional Development _________________________________________________ 6
Conference presentation __________________________________________________ 6
Website and Social Media _________________________________________________ 6
PUBLISHING UPDATE __________________________________________ 7
Books published this year__________________________________________________ 7
Books sold this year ______________________________________________________ 7
Books in progress________________________________________________________ 7
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT ______________________________________ 8
TREASURER’S REPORT _______________________________________ 12
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ______________________________________ 13

3

WELCOME
Welcome to the first ever Backroom Press Inc. Annual Report. We are excited to bring you
the highlights of 2017–18 so that you can see where all the dedication, hard work and
commitment has taken us — not bad for a small team of volunteers.

Extract from our constitution
A. The name of the Association is Backroom Press Incorporated
B. The objects of the Association are:
a. To help educate the public about our region through the publication of books
with subject matter or themes drawn from the Kimberley
b. To foster understanding between community groups
c. To promote the interests of diverse groups in the community
d. To raise funds to support inter-community educational projects
e. The property and income of the Association shall be applied solely towards the
promotion of the objects or purposes of the Association and no part of that
property or income may be paid or otherwise distributed, directly or indirectly, to
members of the Association, except in good faith in the promotion of those
objects or purposes.
C. Any eight members personally present (being members entitled to vote under these
rules at a general meeting) will constitute a quorum for the conduct of business at a
general meeting.
D. Any four committee members constitute a quorum for the conduct of the business of a
committee meeting.
E. The Association’s financial year will be the period of 12 months commencing on 1 July
and ending on 30 June of each year.

Backroom Press Inc was founded in 2006 and became
incorporated as a not-for-profit organisation in 2009. We publish
books from or about the Kimberley, WA, and support community
events and educational projects in Broome and beyond.
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Membership
There is a once-only joining fee of $10. To become a member visit our website:
http://backroompress.com.au/index.php/get-involved/ (PayPal available), or sign up in person
at the AGM (cash only).
All members are invited to volunteer and contribute their ideas about the priorities and
activities of the organisation. These include running and taking part in public and educational
events, publishing books, and finding ways of raising our profile in the community. Members
are added to our email list, receive copies of our e-Bulletin, Backroom Bytes, and are
encouraged to attend our AGM.
No. of members: 68

Active Members
Active members are those non-committee members who choose to take an active part in our
work. If desired, active members can be notified of monthly meeting dates, and attend
meetings to see whether they would like to nominate for the committee in the future. This is a
good way for people to become involved without obligation.

Management Committee
The Backroom Press Management Committee of eight manages the affairs of the
Association.

2017/18 Committee Members
Gillian Kennedy (Chairperson)
Christine Elsasser (Secretary)
Maria Mann (Treasurer)
Joyce Hudson (Treasurer support)
Pat Lowe
Deb Courtney
Ben Collins
Trish Pepper
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2017–18 HIGHLIGHTS
Book Launches
One week after our 2016–17 AGM, we enjoyed a wonderful
afternoon at the Broome Public Library, celebrating the
launch of Kerry Anne Jordinson’s beautiful children’s book,

Storm Pearl. The festivities included a Yawuru language
reading of the book by Bart Pigram, a dramatised production
with the support of Rani Middleton and Vanessa Mills, a
drawing competition, and a variety of pearling paraphernalia, including a diver’s helmet,
diving boots and pearl shells, all thanks to James Brown of Cygnet Bay Pearls.

In April we launched a new edition of Susan Sickert’s
wonderful book, Beyond the Lattice: Broome’s early years.
The Kimberley Bookshop was packed to capacity for the
event, which featured a panel discussion with Carol Tang
Wei, Arnhem Hunter and Rachel Bin Salleh, whose families
all feature in the book. The panel discussion was conducted
by Backroom committee member, Ben Collins.

Derby Writers Festival
Backroom Press supported a team of word lovers in Derby to host the inaugural Derby
Writers Festival in July. Backroom Press held a stall at the markets, hosted Giant Speed
Scrabble, Pat Lowe gave a workshop on better writing, and our active member, Eirlys
Richards gave a talk about the book, Two Sisters. This festival also saw the revival of the
Kimberley Writers Prize.
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Corrugated Lines
Backroom Press was well-represented at the seventh annual Corrugated Lines: A festival of

words. Backroom Press events included:
•

Online Limerick Competition

•

Giant Speed Scrabble at the Broome Courthouse
Markets

•

In Conversation with investigative journalist, Allan
Clarke from ABC RN’s Unravel

•

In Conversation with Estelle Blackburn, author of

Broken Lives and The End of Innocence
•

The Reading Brain presentation by Dr Lorraine
Hammond

•

Panel discussion: What is it about ‘true crime’?

Professional Development
In April we attended a web-chat with Emma Hall from Ingram Spark, an organisation that
supports independent publishers. We heard about their distribution service, print-on-demand
and e-publishing, which are all possible future endeavours for Backroom Press.

Conference presentation
Pat Lowe went to Alice Springs in September for the
Australian Entomological Society Conference, where she
gave a presentation entitled ‘Insects for Everyone’, in
which she talked about some of the research she did for
her book, Our Friends the Termites.

Website and Social Media
The Backroom Press website continues to evolve and improve, and it was again the home of
the Corrugated Lines Festival e-Program this year. We’ve been slowly increasing our social
media activities — our Facebook page now has 283 likes.
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PUBLISHING UPDATE
Books published this year
Beyond the Lattice: Broome’s early years, 2nd edition

Books sold this year
(1 October 2017 to 30 September 2018)

TITLE

Beyond the Lattice: Broome’s

AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR

PUBL.

COPIES

COPIES

DATE

SOLD

ON HAND

Susan Sickert

2017

331

1182

Kerry Anne Jordinson

2017

478

1587

2016

133

3108

Pat Lowe

2015

35

801

Pat Lowe & Jimmy Pike

2013

35

676

Bobby’s Surprise

Kerry Anne Jordinson

2012

292

1096

Sid and Skipper go Mustering

Heather Charlton

2011

305

1534

The Art of Fire

Jimmy Pike

2008

59

4

Making Things Come Good

Kim Doohan

2008

7

208

Looking for Bobby

Kerry Anne Jordinson

2007

676

1905

Jimmy and Pat go to China

Pat Lowe & Jimmy Pike

2006

5

343

early years 2nd edition
Storm Pearl
SAFE Ruby
Our Friends the Termites
Jimmy and Pat Meet the
Queen reprint

Julie Starkey & Hannah
Starkey-Morris

Books in progress
Mrs Millar’s Frogs by Annette Millar and Kerry Anne Jordinson, 2nd edition
The Art of Fire by Jimmy Pike, 2nd edition
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Thank you for coming today, and thanks also to Eirlys and Joyce for hosting our AGM in their
home (aka ‘head office’). This is my fifth report as Chair of Backroom Press and I have once
again been privileged to be a part of this wonderful and hardworking committee. 2018 has
seen us continuing to accomplish much more than what would usually be expected of a small
group of volunteers. Each of us brings to the committee a unique set of skills and interests
that seem to work well together. We all have our different reasons for wanting to be a part of
Backroom. Some of us are here for the skills we gain in book publishing, some for our
involvement in community events such as the Corrugated Lines writers festival, some of us
come purely for the social life. But let’s face it, we’re all here for the cups of tea and the cake.
Our committee for 2018 consisted of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christine Elsasser (Secretary)
Maria Mann (Treasurer)
Joyce Hudson (Treasurer’s support)
Pat Lowe
Deb Courtney
Ben Collins
Trish Pepper
Gillian Kennedy (Chairperson)

In past years I have given a fairly lengthy report about our activities, but this year, thanks to
our first ever annual report, you can read it all for yourselves, so today I will be brief.
Our goals for the year were to publish one book, to be a part of Corrugated Lines and to
produce two editions of our e-bulletin, Backroom Bytes. These goals sound relatively
modest, but when you look at our achievements over the past 12 months, we managed to do
much more than this.
In April, we hosted the highly successful launch of the second edition of Suzie Sickert’s book,

Beyond the Lattice. This was one of the highlights of the year for me. The Kimberley
Bookshop was overflowing and the panel discussion with Carol Tang Wei, Rachel bin Salleh
and Arnhem Hunter, and facilitated by Ben Collins, was entertaining and insightful, giving a
rich, behind-the-scenes story of the making of the book. Many thanks to Marie Gamble at the
bookshop for hosting this event for us.
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In terms of our goal of publishing one book, we might just scrape in with this one before the
end of the year! We are getting close to finalising a new edition of the much-loved children’s
book, Mrs Millar’s Frogs by Annette Millar, and illustrated by Backroom’s loyal contributor,
Kerry Anne Jordinson. 2018 marked the 20th anniversary of this classic Broome book, so we
are excited to be giving it a new lease of life; hopefully it will be loved for another 20 years.
We are also in the process of publishing a second edition of The Art of Fire by Jimmy Pike,
the first edition of which is almost out of print. Christine and Joyce, and more recently Ben,
have been keeping the publishing arm of our operation afloat this year.
As you can see from our annual report, we were extremely active in the Corrugated Lines
festival this year, with no less than six events with the Backroom logo attached to them. Pat
was again the stalwart coordinator’s support. Trish managed to host not one, but two
authors, and plan their events – her friend Estelle Blackburn and investigative journalist, Allan
Clarke from the ABC, and Trish herself appeared on the panel for the discussion, What is it

about True Crime?
Pat and Trish also bravely entered the limelight at the Bust Out cabaret, reciting ‘naughty’
entries from our limerick competition on the stage. Incidentally, the winning limerick, by
Broome local Hannah Thevissen, went like this:

Remember that old man Billy?
Who was drunkenly chopping up chili?
It started to burn
And he quickly did learn
To wash his hands before touching his Willy!
Deb Courtney organised an interesting event for parents and teachers called The Reading

Brain, presented by Dr Lorraine Hammond from Edith Cowan University. And Christine
braved the elements at the Broome Courthouse for our market stall. We must also thank
Sam Bayley for running the Giant Scrabble, too.
One of the most thankless tasks for the year has been reading through and adapting the new
regulations for Associations, which we are intending to formally adopt today. Christine
especially needs to be acknowledged for leading us through this tedious, but nonetheless
important task.
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Our treasurer, Maria, and her support, Joyce, get an A+ for completing their jobs every month
- they keep our finances ticking along and they keep us “a-float” – boom tish! Also, Madam
Secretary, Christine, thank you for your reliability in all that you do, getting the minutes out
each month, with the help of Pat’s eagle eye.
Eirlys Richards also needs a special mention for all the work she does behind the scenes,
and for welcoming us into her home for meetings. It was an absolute pleasure for me to
spend a weekend in July with Eirlys and Pat at the Derby writers’ festival. It felt as if I was
travelling with Kimberley royalty.
For our members and our friends, thank you for coming today, and for supporting us, for
‘friending’ us on Facebook, for buying books and for paying your $10 membership fee –
please tell your friends! Remember that members are always welcome to become more
‘active’, by being invited to, and attending monthly meetings. This is a really good way to see
what we do and get involved without commitment.
The final thing I’d like to say is, as many of you know, our lovely friend and past committee
member, Rani Middleton, is extremely sick with stage four bowel cancer. She was diagnosed
not even a year ago, in December 2017, and is now in palliative care. Rani has been a
devoted supporter of Backroom Press over the past few years. Throughout her sickness she
has been writing a blog, called “Me and my Semi-colon” which, as lovers of writing, I know
you will appreciate for both its honesty, and for its craft: It is beautifully written, despite her
incomprehensible hardships that she has had to face over the past 12 months. Tomorrow is
Rani’s birthday, so if you agree, I would like us to have a photo taken with a birthday cake and
candles that we can send to her. I know she would love to be here with us today if she could.
I would like to once again say a very big thank you to all of my fellow committee members for
another wonderful year at Backroom Press. Thank you for your passion, your creativity, your
senses of humour, your patience, your quiet achievements, your advice, and your willingness
to put your hand up to volunteer to do jobs even though you already have so much to do in
your busy lives.
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Thank you again for coming today. I look forward to the next chapter of Backroom Press.
Next year, look out for the launch of Frogs, a writers’ retreat, more Corrugated Lines events,
and maybe even our very own Backroom Press commissioned publication.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Balance: Our overall financial position is secure, with cash on hand at 30 June 2018 being
$36,196. This includes $18,236 in the CBA Term Deposit account. (See Balance Sheet for
details.)
As at 30 June 2018, our stock assets (multiple copies of 11 titles) are valued at $51,450 and
our fixed assets at $3,429.
We have no outstanding debts, and accounts receivable are $3,921.
Our total assets are $91,004.
Profit and Loss: Our income for 2017-18 came from book sales, memberships and other
tasks, a total of $29,185.
Expenses for the year, including the cost of goods sold, royalty payments, administration,
storage of stock, marketing and the production and promotion of publications was $23,266.
The net profit to June 2018 was $5,918. This is commendable, given the cost of publishing
Storm Pearl and Beyond the Lattice and the downturn in sales during the year.
General: Our bookkeeper Emma Hansen resigned in June 2018, leaving Joyce to manage
MYOB without backup. About a month ago, Ali Fong was approached and she agreed to
lend a hand. She ironed out a couple of curly questions and prepared the financial reports in
time for the AGM. Thank you so much Ali!
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
See next page.

Created: 29-Oct-18 12:10 PM

Backroom Press Inc
PO Box 2778
Broome WA 6725

Profit & Loss Statement
July 2017 To June 2018

Income
Sales
Sales
Discounts
Postage & handling

ABN: 77 462 828 878
Email: sales@backroompress.com.au

$43,235.30
($15,629.65)
$422.00

Total Sales
Projects
Events - Corrugated Lines

$28,027.65
$950.00

Total Projects
Other Income
Membership Fees
Jobs - Other Income

$950.00
$100.00
$107.75

Total Other Income

$207.75

Total Income

$29,185.40

Cost Of Goods Sold
Actual Cost of Goods Sold

$8,007.94

Total Cost Of Goods Sold

$8,007.94

Gross Profit
Expenses
General & Admin Expenses
Bank Charges
Paypal Fees
Bad Debts
Gifts
Postage & freight
Office Supplies
Storage of Stock
Webpage
Meeting expenses
Insurance
Bookkeeping
Dues & Memberships
Royalty Payments

$21,177.46

$122.50
$54.23
$122.64
$63.15
$779.48
$1,021.12
$2,460.00
$544.00
$299.60
$557.00
$425.00
$132.00
$3,536.25

Total General & Admin Expenses
Marketing
Free copies for Promotion
Launch
Market Pub Rel
Events - Corrugated Lines

$10,116.97
$307.81
$1,364.28
$2,104.50
$1,173.39

Total Marketing
Production Costs
ISBN fees
Total Production Costs
Shrinkage/Spoilage
Total Expenses

$4,949.98
$88.00
$88.00
$103.81
$15,258.76

Operating Profit

$5,918.70

Net Profit/(Loss)

$5,918.70

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.
Page 1 of 1

Backroom Press Inc

Created: 29-Oct-18 12:09 PM

PO Box 2778
Broome WA 6725

Balance Sheet
As of June 2018

ABN: 77 462 828 878
Email: sales@backroompress.com.au

Assets
Cash On Hand
CBA Chq ac 10371746
CBA Term Deposit 50072193
Petty Cash
PayPal Holding Account
Accounts Receivable

$13,098.23
$18,236.70
$200.00
$740.35
$3,921.40

Total Cash On Hand
Stock Asset
Inventory - China
Inventory - Bobby
Inventory Kim's book
Inventory Fire
Inventory - Sid
Inventory - Bobby's Surprise
Inventory - Termites
Inventory Safe Ruby
Inventory - Queen NEW
Inventory - Storm Pearl
Inventory - Beyond the Lattice
Total Stock Asset
Fixed Assets
Equipment
Equipment - Less Accum Depreci
Total Fixed Assets
ABN Withholding Credits

$36,196.68
$1,663.57
$2,542.70
$2,464.88
$521.20
$6,498.79
$2,280.70
$5,463.72
$6,246.32
$3,190.44
$6,571.60
$14,006.70
$51,450.62
$5,461.49
($2,031.57)
$3,429.92
($73.00)

Total Assets

$91,004.22

Liabilities
Net Assets
Equity
Members Funds Accumulated
Current Year Earnings
Total Equity

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.
Page 1 of 1

$91,004.22
$85,085.52
$5,918.70
$91,004.22

