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WELCOME
We are excited to bring you the highlights of 2018–19 in this Annual Report. This year has
been another incredible year of publishing and community events. In addition to our
highlights, this report sets out a summary of our sales and our financial statements since our
previous AGM.

Extract from our constitution
A. The name of the Association is Backroom Press Incorporated
B. The objects of the Association are:
a. To help educate the public about our region through the publication of books
with subject matter or themes drawn from the Kimberley
b. To foster understanding between community groups
c. To promote the interests of diverse groups in the community
d. To raise funds to support inter-community educational projects
e. The property and income of the Association shall be applied solely towards the
promotion of the objects or purposes of the Association and no part of that
property or income may be paid or otherwise distributed, directly or indirectly, to
members of the Association, except in good faith in the promotion of those
objects or purposes.
C. Any eight members personally present (being members entitled to vote under these
rules at a general meeting) will constitute a quorum for the conduct of business at a
general meeting.
D. Any four committee members constitute a quorum for the conduct of the business of a
committee meeting.
E. The Association’s financial year will be the period of 12 months commencing on 1 July
and ending on 30 June of each year.

Backroom Press Inc was founded in 2006 and became
incorporated as a not-for-profit organisation in 2009. We publish
books from or about the Kimberley, WA, and support community
events and educational projects in Broome and beyond.

4
Membership
There is a once-only joining fee of $10. To become a member visit our website:
http://backroompress.com.au/index.php/get-involved/ (PayPal available), or sign up in person
at the AGM (cash only).
All members are invited to volunteer and contribute their ideas about the priorities and
activities of the organisation. These include running and taking part in public and educational
events, publishing books, and finding ways of raising our profile in the community. Members
are added to our email list, receive copies of our e-Bulletin, Backroom Bytes, and are
encouraged to attend our AGM.
No. of members: 69

Management Committee
The Backroom Press Management Committee of seven manages the affairs of the
Association.

2018/19 Committee Members
Gillian Kennedy (Chairperson)
Joyce Hudson (Deputy Chairperson)
Christine Elsasser (Treasurer)
Maria Mann (Secretary)
Pat Lowe
Deb Courtney
Trish Pepper
Ben Collins (resigned, February 2019)
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2018–19 HIGHLIGHTS
Backroom Press at the Small Press Network Conference – November 2018
Chairperson, Gillian Kennedy attended the three-day SPN Conference at
the Wheeler Centre in Melbourne. The conference caters for small (and
even micro) publishers as well as self-published authors. Sessions covered
the basics including marketing, publishing work flows, book cover design
and distribution, and metadata. Lots about metadata. It was an excellent
chance to rub shoulders with the best in the small press world.

Book Launch: Mrs Millar’s Frogs – April
We were delighted to launch a new edition of the much-loved,

Mrs Millar’s Frogs by Annette Millar and illustrated by Kerry
Anne Jordinson. The real Mrs Millar donned her famous sun hat
and came to Broome from her home in Queensland for the
occasion. Broome Public Library put on a whole day’s worth of
activities for local primary schools, which included a lesson on
frogs from staff at Parks and Wildlife and played the music video
from the quirky song by Jaime Jackett, “There is a Frog
(clogging up the plumbing in my toilet)”. The day ended with the official launch of the book
and a children’s frog drawing and poetry competition.

Beyond the Lattice – Chinatown Discovery Festival – May
As part of the inaugural Chinatown Discovery
Festival, Backroom Press held a photographic
presentation with stories about Chinatown’s
history featured in Susan Sickert’s Beyond the

Lattice. The event was a sell-out and guests –
all locals – were treated to a dim sum morning
tea at Son Ming restaurant.
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Corrugated Lines: A Festival of Words – August
Backroom Press was well-represented at the eighth annual Corrugated Lines: A festival of

words. Backroom Press events included:
•

Oscar: A Life – a talk by UK author, Matthew Sturgis,
about his biography of Oscar Wilde. Matthew had the
audience enthralled the entire time.

•

Giant Scrabble at the Courthouse Markets

•

A photo caption competition

We had two representatives on the organising committee and
provided in-kind and financial support for the running of the
festival.

Write by the Bay - September
We hosted a writing workshop facilitated by Albany-based
author, Sarah Drummond and held over a weekend. Sarah
focussed on finding the stories and developing them through
character and landscape. It was another sold out event and
it received very positive feedback from the attendees.

Social Media
We’ve been endeavouring to increase our social media
presence further this year. Our Facebook page now has
360 likes, up from 283 this time last year. Deb Courtney
has been generating some interest with her regular
“Words Wednesday” posts. We have also recently started
an Instagram page which has 126 followers and is
increasing every day.
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PUBLISHING UPDATE
Books published this year
•

Mrs Millar’s Frogs, Annette Millar and Kerry Anne
Jordinson, 2nd edition

•

The Boab Tree by Pat Lowe, 2nd edition

Books in progress
•

Me and My Semi-Colon by Rani Middleton

Books sold this year
(1 October 2017 to 30 September 2018)

TITLE

Mrs Millar’s Frogs 2nd edition

AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR

Annette Millar & Kerry Anne

PUBL.
DATE

COPIES

COPIES

SOLD last

SOLD this

year

year

2019

N/A

690

Susan Sickert

2017

331

150

Kerry Anne Jordinson

2017

478

235

2016

133

249

Pat Lowe

2015

35

78

Pat Lowe & Jimmy Pike

2013

35

52

Bobby’s Surprise

Kerry Anne Jordinson

2012

292

267

Sid and Skipper go Mustering

Heather Charlton

2011

305

205

The Art of Fire

Jimmy Pike

2008

59

4

Making Things Come Good

Kim Doohan

2008

7

1

Looking for Bobby

Kerry Anne Jordinson

2007

676

643

Jimmy and Pat go to China

Pat Lowe & Jimmy Pike

2006

5

6

2356

2580

Beyond the Lattice: Broome’s
early years 2nd edition
Storm Pearl
SAFE Ruby
Our Friends the Termites
Jimmy and Pat Meet the
Queen reprint

Total:

Jordinson

Julie Starkey & Hannah
Starkey-Morris
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Backroom Press Inc.
AGM
Saturday, 9 November, 2019
Chairperson’s report - Gillian Kennedy

I am delighted to present to you the 2019 Backroom Press Chairperson’s report. This year
has been a particularly busy and varied year for us. As you will see in our Annual Report,
there are a number of highlights, including some exciting community events that we’ve been
involved in, in addition to our core business of publishing great Kimberley books. As always,
in 2019 we’ve been supported by a wonderful committee, and a solid group of supporter,
volunteers, and organisations in the Broome and wider community. Our book sales, as you’ll
hear from our Treasurer in a moment, keep ticking along. Our main challenge remains
marketing and distributing our books to a broader audience outside of the Kimberley. Our
motto is From the Kimberley to the World, so we’d like to be able to live up to this!
I’ll now just briefly report on the main highlights for the year.
Highlights

•

Our attendance at the Small Press Network Conference at the Wheeler Centre in
Melbourne this time last year

•

Launching a new edition of the much-loved children’s book, Mrs Millar’s Frogs

•

Presenting photos and stories from Susie Sickert’s Beyond the Lattice at the
Chinatown Discovery Festival

•

Organising and putting our events on for the Corrugated Lines festival

•

Hosting the writing retreat, Write by the Bay, with author Sarah Drummond

Committee

Our wonderful committee this year was an absolute pleasure to work alongside, with each of
us bringing our own strengths and interests which, when combined, add up to a very
functional and relatively efficient team, despite our volunteer status. This year our committee
was:
•

Joyce Hudson (our first ever Deputy Chairperson)
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•

Christine Elsasser (Treasurer)

•

Maria Mann (Secretary)

•

Pat Lowe – editor-in-chief

•

Deb Courtney – social media extraordinaire

•

Trish Pepper – the hostess with the mostest

•

Gillian Kennedy (Chairperson)

Ben Collins was also on the committee for some of the past year however he resigned in February
and his position remained vacant.
Membership
Our membership continues to grow slowly, currently standing at 69. We ask for a once of fee of $10.
Once a person signs up they are eligible to nominate for the management committee, but you don’t
have to be on the committee to get involved. We do have volunteer opportunities that come up
from time-to-time and we will occasionally put a call out for help to our membership email group or
on Facebook. As a member you can request to be informed of our monthly meeting dates, and
attending these meetings can be another good way of getting involved.
It is at this point that I should acknowledge and make special mention of one of our most active
members, Eirlys Richards. We call Eirlys our ‘distribution manager’ because she does book deliveries
for us around town. She’s been carting those boxes around for us for years, so thank you, Eirlys!
Thanks also to Robyn Wells for coming today to do the spill, as she has done over the past few years.
Social media
Our following on Facebook and Instagram is gaining momentum. This time last year we had 283 likes
on Facebook. As of today, we have 360. We have 127 followers on Instagram, but we only started the
page in August, so that’s not too bad.
Next publication

Our next publication is Rani Middleton’s beautiful and moving blog, “Me and my Semi-colon”.
Rani was a previous committee member of Backroom, and she passed away a year ago last
Thursday, just four days after her 34th birthday. The blog chronicles the final year of her life
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after she was diagnosed with bowel cancer in late-2017. In the words of Rani’s mum, Juliet,
the blog is “an ode to life and all that makes our lives worth living”. Everyone who followed the
blog knows what a triumph it was as a piece of writing, so Backroom Press, with the blessing
of Rani’s family, will publish Rani’s story into a book next year. It will be one of our most
important publications to date, so we are taking our time to get it right. Trish Pepper and Pat
Lowe have already done an edit on the blog, as has Dr Gav, who looked over it with an eye
on the medical terminology. Rani’s mum has written the foreword, so the project is already
underway.
More plans for next year

One of the things that we hope to officially launch in the New Year is an invitation to
Kimberley writers to submit short pieces of fiction, creative non-fiction or poetry, which we
would like to publish on a blog on our website. In this way we hope to encourage Kimberley
people to do more writing, and provide the good ones an opportunity to get some exposure.
Some time in the future we would like to publish a Backroom Press collection of Kimberley
stories, which may well incorporate some of these works.
Upcoming event
In the next couple of weeks we will be launching our latest publication, the second edition of
Pat Lowe’s The Boab Tree, which went out of print some years ago. This is a beautiful
publication – a full-colour book, designed by award winning designer, Sandy Cull, featuring a
beautiful photo by Damian Kelly on the cover. Christine and Joyce especially, have worked
closely with Pat on getting this book to print and we are very excited to add it to our catalogue
– which now stands at 13 publications. We hope to see you at the Broome Public Library on
Thursday, 21st November at 5.30pm for a glass of bubbles in celebration of the mighty Boab
Tree. Trish Pepper plans to prepare some scrumptious boab-themed treats for us, so it is
bound to be a festive event.
Finally, I would like to once again say a very big thank you to all of my fellow committee
members for another fabulous year at Backroom Press, and thank you all for coming today.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
BACKROOM PRESS
TREASURER'S REPORT – 2018/19
Thank you for entrusting the position of Backroom Press Treasurer to me for the past year. I would
like to acknowledge the huge contribution Joyce Hudson is providing doing all the data entry,
processing sales and solving MYOB questions effortlessly.
Since our bookkeeper Emma Hanson resigned in June 2018, Joyce’s in depth knowledge and some
assistance from Alison Fong kept our financial records on track.
Balance: Our overall financial position is secure, with cash on hand at 30 June 2019 being $44,921.
This includes $19,609 in the CBA Term Deposit account. (See Balance Sheet for details.)
As at 30 June 2019, our stock assets (multiple copies of 11 titles) are valued at $49,879 and our fixed
assets at $3,429.
We have no outstanding debts, and accounts receivable are $2,882.
Our total Net assets are $98,158.
Profit and Loss: Our income for 2018-19 came from book sales, memberships, events and interest, a
total of $31,269.
Costs of goods sold came to $8,026. Expenses for the year including royalty payments,
administration, storage of stock, marketing and the production and promotion of publications was
$16,088.
The net profit to June 2019 was $7,154.
In summary
We have a healthy bank balance in our accounts, up a little from the previous year, and a steady
income from modest book sales. We continue to be very careful with our spending, have very few
ongoing expenses, and no spending on wages or office expenses.
Christine Elsasser
Nov 2019
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
See next page

Backroom Press Inc

Created: 21/10/2019 5:15 PM

PO Box 2778
Broome WA 6725

Balance Sheet
As of June 2019

ABN: 77 462 828 878
Email: sales@backroompress.com.au

Assets
Cash On Hand
CBA Chq ac 10371746
CBA Term Deposit 50072193
Petty Cash
PayPal Holding Account
Accounts Receivable

$22,157.09
$19,609.25
$200.00
$73.15
$2,882.29

Total Cash On Hand
Stock Asset
Inventory - China
Inventory - Bobby
Inventory Kim's book
Inventory Fire
Inventory - Sid
Inventory - Bobby's Surprise
Inventory - Termites
Inventory Safe Ruby
Inventory - Queen NEW
Inventory - Storm Pearl
Inventory - Beyond the Lattice
Inventory Mrs Millars Frogs

$44,921.78
$1,653.89
$1,772.22
$2,453.03
$368.45
$5,504.57
$1,737.79
$4,946.93
$5,743.48
$2,910.42
$5,229.70
$12,487.34
$5,072.16

Total Stock Asset
Fixed Assets
Equipment
Equipment - Less Accum Depreci
Total Fixed Assets
ABN Withholding Credits

$49,879.98
$5,461.49
-$2,031.57
$3,429.92
-$73.00

Total Assets

$98,158.68

Liabilities
Net Assets
Equity
Members Funds Accumulated
Current Year Earnings
Total Equity

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.
Page 1 of 1

$98,158.68
$91,004.22
$7,154.46
$98,158.68

Created: 21/10/2019 5:24 PM

Backroom Press Inc
PO Box 2778
Broome WA 6725

Profit & Loss Statement
July 2018 To June 2019

Income
Sales
Sales
Discounts
Postage & handling

ABN: 77 462 828 878
Email: sales@backroompress.com.au

$46,291.20
-$17,630.93
$511.05

Total Sales
Projects
Events - Corrugated Lines

$29,171.32
$675.65

Total Projects
Other Income
Bank Interest
Membership Fees

$675.65
$1,372.55
$50.00

Total Other Income

$1,422.55

Total Income

$31,269.52

Cost Of Goods Sold
Actual Cost of Goods Sold

$8,026.09

Total Cost Of Goods Sold

$8,026.09

Gross Profit
Expenses
General & Admin Expenses
Legal & Professional Fees
Prof Dev
Bank Charges
Paypal Fees
Postage & freight
Office Supplies
Storage of Stock
Webpage
Insurance
Dues & Memberships
Royalty Payments

$23,243.43

$42.00
$866.22
$120.00
$29.52
$551.35
$1,314.87
$2,483.00
$456.00
$838.00
$456.50
$3,868.33

Total General & Admin Expenses
Marketing
Free copies for Promotion
Launch
Market Pub Rel
Events - Corrugated Lines
Events (Not CL)

$11,025.79
$57.77
$740.00
$50.00
$698.45
$2,760.18

Total Marketing
Production Costs
Design Expense
Total Production Costs
Shrinkage/Spoilage
Total Expenses

$4,306.40
$733.00
$733.00
$23.78
$16,088.97

Operating Profit

$7,154.46

Net Profit/(Loss)

$7,154.46

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.
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